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The GenEquiFair network met in Bonn to discuss the impact of the CBD’s system of Access and 
Benefit Sharing on academic, non-commercial research.  

GenEquiFair is an international peer-network of academic scientific institutions, scientific 
associations, scientists, technical experts and NGOs from provider and user countries. Its goal 
is to increase the visibility of academia as a stakeholder in the negotiations for the 
International Regime. 

GenEquiFair emphasizes the irreplaceable value of the biodiversity for the survival and 
wellbeing of humans on this planet.  

GenEquiFair considers academic research as critical for the conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity. It is committed to cooperate to this end.  

GenEquiFair stresses that a great part of biodiversity-related research is non-commercial 
although it is aware that results of academic research may lead to commercial products at a 
later stage. 

Concerned, the participants notice a lack of certainty in the ABS procedures that severely 
hampers academic research activities.  

GenEquiFair emphasizes that mutual trust is critical for creating win-win situations between 
providers and users of biological resources.  

For these reasons it appeals 

to the governments of all Contracting Parties to the CBD to:  

- Take into account the differences between commercial and academic non-commercial 
research when shaping the rules and procedures to implement the ABS system.  

- Facilitate access for academic non-commercial research by clearly assigning competent 
institutions and to strengthen fast, simple and transparent procedures on the national and 
international levels. 

- Integrate scientists in the elaboration of the respective rules and procedures, as well as in 
the evaluation of access applications.  

- Build up trust by informing the scientific community about the requirements of the ABS 
system in user and provider countries.  

 

To scientists and scientific institutions 

- Be aware of and recognize the bioethical obligations that reflect the CBD/ABS principles and 
build up an appropriate research policy and practice.   

- Follow best practices in ABS when conducting research and monitor its implementation.  

- The results of basic research must not be transferred to commercial research without 
PIC/MAT of the provider. 

 

GenEquiFair is committed to contributing to the achievement of these goals.  

 
http://abs.scnat.ch 
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